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SUBJECT: REVISED GUIDELINES IN THE ACCREDITATION OF 
PRE-MARRIAGE COUNSELORS (PM Counselors)

I. RATIONALE

The Family Code of the Philippines emphasizes the value of family and 
marriage, thus it recognizes the critical role of marriage counselors in 
preparing would-be-married couples to assume their respective roles as 
couples and future parents to their children. Furthermore, Article 16 of the 
Family Code of the Philippines reiterates that “In the cases where parental 
consent or parental advice is needed, the party or parties concerned shall, in 
addition to the requirements of the preceding articles, attach a certificate 
issued by a priest, imam or minister authorized to solemnize marriage under 
Article 7 of this code or a marriage counselor duly accredited by the proper 
government agency to the effect that the contracting parties have undergone 
marriage counseling. Failure to attach said certificate of marriage counseling 
shall suspend the issuance of the marriage license for a period of three 
months from the completion of the publication of the application. Issuance of 
the marriage license within the prohibited period shall subject the issuing 
officer to administrative sanctions but shall not affect the validity of the 
marriage.” Hence, in response to Executive Order (EO) No. 221, series of 
2003, "Redirecting the Functions and Operations of the DSWD," the 
Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD) developed and 
issued policies, manuals, and guidelines covering the accreditation of 
Pre-Marriage Counselors (PM Counselors).

In accordance with President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.'s directive to digitalize 
all vital government services and the Anti-Red Tape Authority's (ARTA) 
directive to streamline all government services resulting in fewer requirements 
and a defined period for processing applications for accreditation, the DSWD 
has begun streamlining its regulatory services, one of which is the the 
Accreditation of Service Providers.

The DSWD, through the Standards Bureau (SB), in collaboration with key 
personnel from selected DSWD Field Offices (FOs) and other stakeholders, 
held a Streamlining Design Workshop to review its current process and 
develop a digitally streamlined process. Consultations, brainstorming, and 
deliberations were held as needed to ensure uncompromised service quality 
in providing Accreditation to PM Counselors.
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