Republic of the Philippines

Department of Social Welfare and Development
187 Road, Batasan Pambansa Comple

Administrative Order -6
Series of 2008

Subject : Amendment to the Omnibus Guidelines on the
Implementation of the International Social Welfare
Services for Filipino Nationals (ISWSFN) Project

B Rationale:

Republic Act No. 8042 also known as the “Migrant Workers and Overseas
Filipino Act of 1995” stipulates that a Migrant Workers and Overseas Filipinos Resource
Center shall be established in countries where there are large concentration of Filipino
migrant worker. Further, in countries categorized as highly problematic by the
Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) and the Department of Labor and Employment
(DOLE) and where there is a concentration of Filipino migrant workers, the government
is required to provide a lawyer and a social worker for the center.

Hence, a Memorandum of Agreement between the Department of Social Welfare
and Development (DSWD) and the DOLE on the implementation of an Overseas
Comprehensive Social Service Package (OCSSP) was signed on February 12, 2002.

The International Social Welfare Services for Filipino National (ISWSFN) project
was developed by the Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD) to
institutionalize a system of providing a social service to overseas Filipinos, be they
documented or undocumented migrants or temporary residents in a foreign country.

The deployment of social workers overseas is categorized into four schemes: (1)
deployment of social workers as Technical and Administrative Assistant to the Labor
Attaché (TALABATT) under the Overseas Comprehensive Social Services Package for
OFWs in partnership with Department of Labor and Employment (DOLE); (2)
deployment of social workers on internship to the International Social Service (ISS) in
Japan and Hongkong; (3) deployment of Social Welfare Attaché to Malaysia through
the Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) and to provide psychosocial interventions and
other welfare services to migrant Filipinos particularly the illegal entrants and
undocumented OFWSs; and (4) social worker as part of Humanitarian Missions,
although no deployment was made for this number four scheme.
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